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Period fo~r Rep^^ ^ * communication a PP ears on <"« covbt sheet with the correspondence address ~ 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION ( ' 

■ a^S^^^ lnnoeven, h owe V e r , may a re p lyb e tim e, W e d 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 20 September 2002 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)B This action is non-final. 

3) D appli f tion isi " condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD 1 453 O G 21 3 

Disposition of Claims 

4) £3 Claim(s) 1^22 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) G3 Claim(s) 1^22 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) H The drawing(s) filed on 26 September 2001 is/are: a)D accepted or b)B objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a) 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staqe 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
Attachment(s) 

1) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 
3) ^ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 4 . 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office " 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s) 

Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 
6)D Other: 



PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 11 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a) because they fail to show reference 
number 29 as described in the specification, page 1 1, line 1 1 . Any structural detail that is 
essential for a proper understanding of the disclosed invention should be shown in the drawing. 
MPEP § 608.02(d). A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply 
to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will 
not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Trokhan et al., 
US Patent No. 5,718,806. 

Trokhan et al. teach a transfer system for a papermaking web including a vacuum 
device having a primary head, the vacuum shoe 100, and a secondary head, the vacuum 
box 200, downstream from the primary head 100, see figures and column 7, lines 35-65. 
Note that Trokhan et al. teach the fluid communication of the show with the belts and 
web and teach the slots as claimed in the independent claims, see column 7, lines 35-65. 
Note that the vacuum system extends all the way through the cross-machine direction of 
the web/belt, which implies that the secondary vacuum box covers at least the edge(s) of 
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the system and therefore, falls within the claimed range, i.e., at least one edge of the 
running web. Trokhan et al. teach also the use of more than one vacuum box which 
defines over the other auxiliary head as claimed. As to the range of vacuum produced by 
the device(s), the device taught by the reference, Trokhan et al., is inherently capable of 
being used at such pressure/vacuum and therefore the claims are inherently anticipated by 
the reference. 



disclosure in the art of "Vacuum transfer systems." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jose A Fortuna whose telephone number is 703-305-7498. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven P. Griffin can be reached on 703-308-1 164. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9310 for regular 
communications and 703-872-931 1 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0662. 



Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
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